
 

      CSJO 2017  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Jews & the Blues 
Friday, June 9 (3:00 pm) – Sunday, June 11 (1:00 pm) 

University of Illinois-Chicago 
UIC Student Center East, 750 S Halsted St, 

Chicago, Illinois 60607 

Keynote Speakers 

                Corky Siegel                           Madeline Burns 
                        Chicago, Illinois        Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

We invite you to attend CSJO’s annual conference! 

We meet in Chicago at the wonderful University of Illinois, Chicago. The campus is located 
near the West Side community, adjacent to the Chicago Loop. The weekend will be full of 
fun and music as our conference is also happening during the Chicago Blues Festival, the 

largest free blues festival in the world. 

In the following pages, you will find the information you need 
to get to the campus, to stay there, to learn there, to be entertained there, 

and to enjoy old and new friends. 
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Dear Friends: 

This year’s conference organizers are delighted to invite you to another exciting event. We meet at 
the University of Illinois-Chicago, a truly beautiful location set within Chicago. 

You can reach Chicago by plane, train, bus, and car. We suggest you make your travel plans and 
reservations as soon as possible.  

Public transit directions 
You can use both the CTA buses or CTA trains (the “L”) to get to and through the campus. Specifically 
the blue line train and the pink line train connect the campus with O’Hare International Airport. Use 
the blue line or orange line from Midway Airport. 

http://www.transitchicago.com 

Driving directions 
  From Highway: Be aware for anyone driving or using a big bus: Chicago’s Jane Byrne (Circle) Interchange,     
 which links four expressways to UIC, is undergoing multi-year renovations, so check into this before arriving. 

From the North: Take the Kennedy Expressway (I-90/94) to the Eisenhower Expressway (I-290) 
westbound and keep to the right; take the Ashland Avenue exit from the Eisenhower Expressway; 
then take Ashland Avenue south (left) one block to Harrison Street; turn right to get to the campus. 

From the West: Take the (I-290) Eisenhower Expressway to the Racine Avenue exit; then go south 
to Harrison Street and east to the campus. 

From the East: Take Harrison Street or Roosevelt Road; if you take Roosevelt Road, go west to Hal-
sted Street. 

From the South: Take the Dan Ryan Expressway (I-90/94) and exit on Roosevelt Road (1200 south); 
go west on Roosevelt Road to Halsted Street. 

Greyhound Bus: The campus is 2 blocks west from the greyhound terminal. 

Our local conference sponsor is Secular Jewish Community and School, whose members will act as 
hosts and participate in the conference. 

The conference will open with the Oneg Shabbat on Friday evening. The keynote addresses and 
workshops on Saturday and Sunday will, as always, be top notch, presented by a mix of internal and 
external experts. On Saturday, we will gather at Manny’s to enjoy an amazing meal followed by enter-
tainment from the Dave Specter Blues Trio for the adults, with the youth going off to enjoy their 
evening of organized fun! 

Please read through this brochure, fill out the forms, and send them to the address on the Registra-
tion Form. You can also check our website (www.csjo.org) for the latest information. 

We welcome you to the CSJO 2017 Annual Conference!  

Paul Ellenbogen 
Conference Chair                                    
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CSJO 2017 Conference Highlights 

Keynote speakers: Saturday June 10th 10:30 – 11:45 a.m. 

CORKY SIEGEL is known internationally as one of the world’s great blues harmonica players, and 
is a celebrated composer, blues pianist, singer, songwriter, band leader and author. 
Along with the likes of John Cage, Steve Reich, Phillip Glass, and Meredith Monk, he is the recipi-
ent of a Meet the Composer/Reader’s Digest Commissioning Program for New American Music 
grant for chamber music composition resulting in his Chamber Blues ensemble’s popular Aunt Lila’s 
Suite; he has also been honored with the Illinois Arts Council Fellowship Award for Music Composi-
tion, the Chicago Music Awards’ Lifetime Achievement Award, and induction into the Chicago 
Blues Hall of Fame. Corky’s professional music career began when he founded the now legendary 

Siegel-Schwall Band in Chicago in 1964 with guitarist Jim Schwall. The group was a major component of the 
young generation of white blues artists—also including Paul Butterfield, Charlie Musselwhite, Harvey Mandel, 
Barry Goldberg, Nick Gravenites and Michael Bloomfield—who learned the historic Chicago blues style at the 
feet and hands of such towering figures as Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Little Walter, Willie Dixon, Buddy 
Guy and Sam Lay.
After releasing three solo albums, Corky founded Corky Siegel’s Chamber Blues, featuring himself on harmon-
ica, piano and vocals, the West End String Quartet of topflight Chicago classical string players, and Frank Don-
aldson on world percussion instruments. The novel ensemble performed Siegel’s pioneering blues/classical mu-
sic compositions and released its first album, Corky Siegel’s Chamber Blues, on Chicago’s famed blues label 
Alligator Records in 1994. The album gained rave notices from publications like Billboard and Stereophile, and 
has been followed by two more albums.

In 2007 Corky published the music guide book Let Your Music Soar: The Emotional Connection, co-written 
with Peter Krammer. And his harmonica playing accompanies the storytelling of award-winning Mexican 
American young adult novelist Pam Muñoz Ryan in the audio book version of her 2015 book Echo, a mysteri-
ous tale involving a prophecy, a promise and, of course, a harmonica.

  
MADELINE BURNS: I am the youth keynote speaker attending my eighth conference. 
My first conference was at Arcadia University in Philadelphia when I was 13 and I’ve been 
coming to Conference ever since. I attended Jewish Children’s Folkshul in Philadelphia 
when I became a Bat Mitzvah. I continued to be involved with Folkshul as a post Bat 
Mitzvah student, and then as both a community and teaching assistant. Since being in-
volved with CSJO, I’ve served on the Board in four capacities, as alternate teen rep to the 
board, teen rep to the board, youth rep to the executive committee, and currently as an 
adult member at large. I’ve also served as a youth representative of CSJO on many occa-
sions, most recently to speak to members in Chicago about this year’s conference. As for 

non-Jewish education, I was educated through the Philadelphia Public School System, attending C.W. Henry 
Elementary and then Central High School. My day to day life there exposed me to an extreme level of diversity, 
which endowed me with a desire for knowledge, an extreme appreciation for protests, and a world view that I 
wouldn’t trade for anything. I am now a rising senior at the University of Pittsburgh as an accounting major and 
theatre minor. On a more personal level I enjoy raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens, as well as pina co-
ladas and getting lost in the rain. 

!3



CONCERT – Saturday June 10th   8:00 p.m. 

The Dave Specter Blues Trio 
Blues guitarist, bandleader and producer Dave Specter has earned an 
international reputation as one of the premier talents on the Chicago 
blues scene. Specter has performed regularly at top Chicago blues 
and jazz clubs in addition to festivals and concert halls throughout the 
USA. Dave has toured internationally with performances in Argentina, 
Brazil, Israel, Spain, England, Holland, Denmark, France, Italy, Ger-
many, Norway, Belgium, Sweden, Switzerland, Poland, Luxembourg, 
Mexico and Canada. He's played alongside blues legends such 
as Son Seals, Hubert Sumlin, Buddy Guy, Junior Wells, Otis Rush, 
Jimmy Rogers, Jimmy Johnson, Magic Slim, Lonnie Brooks, Otis 
Clay, Floyd McDaniel, and Pinetop Perkins among others. 

Conference Schedule 
Conference hosted and planning committee by the Secular Jewish Community and School 

Friday June 9        

  3:00  – …….. pm Check-in 
  5:00  – …….. pm Dinner (packages 1–8; kept out for latecomers) 

  6:00  – …….. pm Welcome, Oneg Shabbat/Oyneg Shabbes  

Saturday June 10     

  7:30  –   8:30 am Breakfast 
  8:30  –   9:00 am Check-in 
  9:00  – 10:15 am Workshop session 1 

10:30  – 11:45 am Keynote addresses  –  Corky Seigel and Madeline Burns 
11:45  –   1:00 pm Lunch 

12:45  –   1:15 am Check-in 
  
  1:15  –   2:30 pm Workshop session 2 

  2:30  –   2:45 pm Break – refreshments 
  2:45  –   4:00 pm Workshop session 3 
  4:00  –   5:30 pm Break: Schmoozing, Bluesing and Snoozing 

                                       Youth Business Meeting 
  5:30  –   6:00 pm Walk, Ride or Roll to Manny’s Deli, 1141 S Jefferson St, Chicago, IL 60607 
  6:00  –   7:00 pm Cream Soda Social at Manny’s 

  7:00  –   8:00 pm Dinner at Manny’s                                                                                                                                        

  8:00 – 10:00 pm           A live performance by the Dave Specter Blues trio/ Youth Event 
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Sunday June 11     

  7:30  –   8:30 am Breakfast 
  8:30  –   8:45 am Check-in 

  8:45  – 10:00 am Workshop session 4 
  8:45  – 10:15 am CSJO Annual Business Meeting 
10:30 – 11:30 am Workshop session 5 

11:45  –   1:00 pm Lunch 
 Shalom, Good Bye, Miss you Loads, See you next year. Thanks for a great Conference 

  1:00  –   2:30 pm Optional Add on Walking tour of the “new” Maxwell Street: Speak with the Conference Chair for 
cost and any questions about this event. 
                                                 TIMES PRELIMINARY 

Some of Our Scheduled Workshops 

Social Action: Aaron Podolner, SJCS 
What does it mean to be guided by tikkun olam? How can a small community make a big difference? 
What is “Jewish” about social action, and what is social action anyway? What social action project 

interests you? 

The LGBTQ+ Community and Judaism: Ev Berger-Wolf, Ayla Ellenbogen (Youth) 
The intersectionality of oppression and the importance of Tikkun Olam is especially relevant in this 

time of hardship. Two young adults take a look at how the Jewish and LGBT experiences have 
crossed paths at many points in history and people's everyday lives. We’ll have an open discussion 

on how one can support Jewish and/or LGBT people around them. 

Jews in Music: James Porter and Aaron Cohen, Journalists 
Not far from where we are meeting, the lives of Jewish businessmen and African-American musi-
cians collided to bring a new form of music to America. James and Aaron will tell us the story of 

the sometimes fraught relationship between two peoples operating, together, outside the American 
mainstream.  

Cheat You Fair: The Story of Maxwell Street: Phil Ranstrom, filmmaker 
Join documentarian Phil Ranstrom for a special showing of his film on Maxwell Street, Chicago’s 

“other” main street, and home to many famous (and infamous) Jewish kibbitzers and fools, some-
times known as “Jewtown” or “Hymietown.”  

Add-on for those staying an extra night: Secular Jewish Community and School will be organizing a  
walking tour. Please contact the conference chair if you are interested in this event starting at 1:00 

p.m and  
ending at 2:30 p.m. 

Walking tour of the “new” Maxwell Street, with historian Steve Balkin, Roosevelt University. 
Taking advantage of our proximity to Maxwell Street, we’ll see the open-air market, meet new (and 
old) residents of this still-vibrant area, take in some more blues, and otherwise immerse ourselves 

in the ongoing immigrant experiment that is America.   

!5



Registration Packages 

All dollar amounts below are in U.S. dollars. Regardless if you make payments from Canada or U.S., all 
payments must be in U.S. funds. 

If not a CSJO member or a member of a CSJO affiliate, please add $35.00 to listed fees. 

Full conference – with lodging 
  
Package 1        $330.00       Adult full package – all single rooms 
Package 2        $295.00       Adult full package – shared room 
Package 3        $225.00       Teen (13 - 17) full package   
Package 4        $180.00   Second teen sibling (full package) – 20% off 
Package 5        $200.00   Young adult college (age 18 – 24) (full package)   
Package 6        $160.00  Second young adult sibling (full package) – 20% off 
Package 7       $175.00  First-time teen/young adult (13-24) (full package) 
Package 8        $260.00  Older young adult (25 – 30) (full package)  

Other packages – no lodging (adults only) 

Package 9        $230.00   Weekend package – includes Saturday and Sunday workshops,  
  lunch, banquet, and talent show 
Package 10      $125.00   Saturday package – includes workshops and lunch  
Package 11  $75.00         Saturday banquet dinner and entertainment 
Package 12      $45.00         Saturday dinner only 

Package 13      $40.00   Saturday entertainment only 

Package 14   $50.00  Sunday package – includes workshops and lunch 

* * * * * 

Fees above are good through May 20, 2017. 

For all registrations postmarked after May 20, 2017, $35.00 per registrant must be added to the fee. 

If you are looking to stay Sunday outside of the CSJO conference, please contact the Conference Chair 
for pricing. This will not be organized by CSJO. 
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Registration Form 
CSJO 2017 Annual Conference      June 9-11, 2017 

Please print clearly! Use one form per registrant. 

Name ______________________________________ M/F ____   Veg. food (Y/N): ____   Age (pkg. 3-8) ____ 

If under 18 years of age, you must include a copy of your birth certificate! 

Address ________________________________________________ City _____________________________  
St./Prov. ____________________ Zip/Postal code ______________ Phone ___________________________ 
E-mail address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary group affiliation ____________________________________________________________________ 
Is this your first conference? (Y/N) ______ 

Package No. ______  $ _________.    Amount enclosed: $ ________ 

If not a CSJO member or a member of a CSJO affiliate, please add $35.00 to listed fees. 
For a registration form postmarked after May 20th, 2017, add $35.00. 

I wish to share a room with (package 2–8) _____________________________________________________ 
Special lodging or dietary needs _____________________________________________________________ 

We will do our best to accommodate all special needs! 

* * * * * 
I hereby give permission for images of my child and/or myself, captured during the CSJO 2017 Annual Confer-
ence through video, photo or digital camera, to be used solely in CSJO’s promotional material and publica-
tions, and I waive any rights of compensation or ownership thereto. 

Name of minor: ____________________________________________________ Age: ________ 

Name of parent/guardian: ____________________________________________ 

Parent’s/guardian’s signature: _________________________________________ 

Registrants 

Payment can be made by check, money order, or cashier’s check or with a credit card online through 
the CSJO’s website (www.csjo.org). Online payments will be subject to an $8.00 convenience fee per 
package. 
Send this and other necessary forms (p.8-10) and, if applicable, check, money order, or cashier’s 
check to:    

CSJO 2017 Annual Conference 
c/o Joan Kurtz 

 359 Main Street, Unit 3B  
Easthampton, MA 01027 
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CSJO Emergency Medical Form 

Required for everyone under the age of 18. 
Please photocopy and send a separate form for each participant under 18 years of age. 

  

Name of youth ___________________________________________________  Birth date ___/___/_____ 
Allergies _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Medical conditions _____________________________________________________________________ 
Food restrictions _________________________________  Activity restrictions _____________________ 
Medicine taken regularly _______________________________  Date of last tetanus shot ____________ 

Health insurance provider (please supply copy of health insurance card – required!) 

Policy number ________________________________  Group __________________________________  

I hereby authorize the CSJO 2017 Annual Conference organizers to consent to and authorize any neces-
sary emergency medical attention to the youth named above during his/her participation in the CSJO 
2017 annual conference. I agree to accept all financial responsibility for any necessary medical attention. 
  
Parent/legal guardian signature ________________________________________ Date ___/___/______ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone where I can be reached (include area code) ___________________________________________ 

Emergency contact, name _____________________________________   Phone __________________ 

Emergency contact, name _____________________________________   Phone __________________ 
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Conference Rules 
UIC and the CSJO conference organizers have worked hard to ensure an enjoyable, safe, and successful 
conference. All participants are asked to do their part by using common sense and courtesy and by re-
specting the rights of others. Below is a set of rules concerning behavior for all individuals using the facili-
ties at University of Illinois-Chicago. They apply, mutatis mutandis, to every participant of the conference. 

• No one under the age of 18 may leave the campus except for a medical emergency or when accom-
panied by a designated adult. No exceptions.  

• Weapons and controlled substances are not allowed.  
• Alcohol is not allowed on college property, except when served according to conference organizers’ 

instructions to individuals of legal drinking age.  
• No animals are allowed.  
• Smoking is not allowed by anyone under the age of 18. Smoking is not allowed in any building. 
• Only persons who are registered for the conference are allowed in CSJO’s dormitory rooms and areas 

and in other facilities reserved for the CSJO conference.  
• Courtesy is required in all dorm areas.  

____________________________________________________________ 

Declaration of Responsibility 
All parents/guardians of youth under the age of 18 must sign this Declaration of Responsibility! 

Please photocopy and send a separate declaration for each teen/young adult. 

I, __________________________________ give my permission for _____________________________ 
to attend the CSJO 2017 Annual Conference. I/we have read the conference rules, and agree to honor 
them. I accept any legal and financial responsibility for my child/ward while he/she attends the conference, 
and acknowledge that the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO) and the CSJO 2017 Annual 
Conference organizers shall not be responsible for my child's/ward's actions or their consequences. I do 
understand that the CSJO conference will make the best arrangements possible for the safety of all partic-
ipants, but that CSJO is not responsible for any injury or loss of property that might occur.  

Parent/guardian signature ____________________________________________  Date ___/___/______ 

By signing this document, I agree to follow the rules of the CSJO 2017 Annual Conference. I understand 
that I may be required to leave the conference at my own expense, should I fail to follow the rules. 
  
Teen signature ___________________________________________  Date ___/___/_  
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    !      BORDER CROSSING 
                      For minors crossing the US/Canadian Border without parents or guardians 

To whom it may concern: 

I/We _____________________________________, am/are the lawful _______________________________  
                                                                                                                parental/custodial/guardianship rights  

of_______________________________________ born on_____/_____/_____ in _____________________   
             child’s full name                                                     dd         mm        yy                     city, province 

The aforementioned child has my/our consent to travel with ________________________________________ 
                                                                            full name or group name 

to visit University of Illinois-Chicago from Friday, June 9 – June 11, 2017, for the CSJO Conference. 

Any questions regarding this consent letter can be directed to the person(s) giving consent at: 

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone Number(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________      ____________________________________ 
          Signature(s) of Person(s) giving consent                                               Date 
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CONTACTS 

If you have questions regarding the CSJO 2017 Annual Conference, 
please contact one of the following persons: 

Conference Chair 
Paul Ellenbogen 

pdellenbogen@gmail.com 

Events Coordinator 
Sarah Waslow-Washington 

215-939-2406  •  sarah.csjo@gmail.com 

Registrar 
Joan Kurtz 

413-203-2148  •  yoninajoan@yahoo.com 

Teen/Young Adult Liaison 
Robert Kurtz 

518-859-2948  •  robertkurtz@gmail.com 

Youth Conference Coordinator 
                                                                     Eve Balistra 
                                                              ebalistra@gmail.com 
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